STEREOTYPING OF BEING MUSLIM IN AMERICA REFLECTED IN JOHAR‟S MY NAME IS KHAN (2010): A SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH by HIDAYAH. ., AFIFAH NURUL
STEREOTYPING OF BEING MUSLIM IN AMERICA 
REFLECTED IN JOHAR‟S MY NAME IS KHAN (2010):                 













Submitted as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement 
for Getting Bachelor Degree of Education 






AFIFAH NURUL HIDAYAH 
A 320 070 257 
 
 
SCHOOL OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 








STEREOTYPING OF BEING MUSLIM IN AMERICA  
REFLECTED IN JOHAR‟S MY NAME IS KHAN (2010): 



















AFIFAH NURUL HIDAYAH 
A 320 070 257 
 
 
Approved to be Examined 






Consultant I                                                          Consultant II 
 
 
Dr. Phil. Dewi Candraningrum                             Titis Setyabudi, S.S. M.Hum. 






STEREOTYPING OF BEING MUSLIM IN AMERICA  
REFLECTED IN JOHAR‟S MY NAME IS KHAN (2010):  
A SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH 
 
Written by: 
Afifah Nurul Hidayah 
A 320 070 257 
 
Accepted and Approved by the Board of Examiners 
School of Teacher Training and Education 
Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta 
 
 
Team of Examiners 
1. Dr. Phil Dewi Candraningrum            ( ) 
Chair Person 
2. Titis Setyabudi, S.S. M.Hum.              ( ) 
Member I 
















                         
“Sesungguhnya ALLAH tidak merubah keadaan suatu kaum sehingga mereka 
mengubah keadaan yang ada pada diri mereka sendiri” 




















I dedicate my research to: 
 
 my lovely parents 
 my lovely husband 
 myself 


















Herewith, I testify that all of statements and analysis in this research paper 
is my original work. There are no plagiarisms in this research paper from the 
previous research which has been done by the other researcher. The writer only 
includes the experts’ opinion and its sources in this research paper. If there is 








Afifah Nurul Hidayah 
















Assalamu’alaikum, Wr. Wb. 
All praises just for Allah SWT, The Lord of Almighty, Who always gives 
His grant to all of His mankind. Thanks for blessing me in finishing my research 
paper entitled “Stereotyping of Being Muslim in America Reflected in Johar‟s 
My Name is Khan (2010): A Sociological Approach”. Greeting and invocation 
for the Prophet, Muhammad SAW, who has guided mankind to the right path 
blessed by the Lord. I hope I can be with him in the Heaven. Furthermore, I would 
like to express my thanks and appreciation to the people who have contributed 
many things for me in finishing my research paper. 
1. Dr. Phil. Dewi Candraningrum, as the first consultant who has guided and 
advised me from the beginning to the end of this research paper. 
2. Titis Setyabudi, S.S. M.Hum., as the second consultant who has corrected 
and given advices in the process of making this research paper and also as the 
Head of English Department who has given me permission to conduct the 
research. 
3. Drs. H. Sofyan Anif, M.Si., as the Dean of Teacher Training and Education 
Faculty of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta who has given the 
legalization towards my research paper. 




5. My Enormous Mother, Sriyani for your love, care, advises, and every tear you 
shed for your daughter’s success. I know I cannot pay back what you have 
given to me but I will give you the best, mom…Sorry for all my mistakes. 
6. My Enormous Father, Sardiyanto for your struggle keeping the continuity of 
my study and your permission for my marriage before I finish my study. I 
know it is difficult for you but now you will see your daughter’s success. 
Hopefully, Just stay at home, dad...!!Please… 
7. My beloved handsome Imam, Agus S Al Aziz for your great love, your 
patience you taught to me, your guidance to me to be a „Shalihah Wife‟ and 
sharing your happiness. “Thanks honey. I DO REALLY LOVE YOU”. 
8. My sisters and brother, Mbak Siti Aminah, Mbak Anis Shalikhah and Mas 
Rosyid for all. Obey our Mother and Father after Allah SWT. Love them 
always. 
9. My Parents in Law, Iyut Sarminto and Watik for your love and trusting me 
to accompany your only son in his life. 
10. My grandmothers, mbah Reso n‟ mbah Karso, I love you, mbah. Wish Allah 
gives you useful age and always keeps your health. 
11. My uncles and Aunts in Jakarta, Tangerang and Sukoharjo, Thanks for your 
prays and supports. 
12. My little sisters in Jakarta, Iyiz and Pipah. Say “No ‘Jahl’ in our big family. 
Let’s destroy it. 
13. My Best Friend, Jeng Arum for sharing your experience and supporting me 
in finishing my research. We will be best friend forever. 
ix 
 
14. My Bratha, the candidate of the Master of Linguistic, Lilik for sharing all. Just 
find you in yourself. I believe you can be better, boy..!!!  
15. My friends in English Department especially Class F, Etha, Ma’ir, Ham-Ham, 
Nyak, Mpok, Na’i, Dedy, Lila, Hidayah, Ida, Danang, Diah Nindya, Tria, 
Naila, Tami, Fitria, and others. Keep our friendship, guys. 
16. My family in Yasmin 2: Anti (my  lovely daughter), Jeng Neti, Mbak Emi, Nduk 
Anik, Azizah, Fajar, Tia, Linda, Ayu, Isti, the Twin Bayu and Agni, Putri and 
Eppy. You are my third family after with my parents and husband. 
17. My friends in my ex-organisation EDSO, Rani, Anggit, Nova (just say Let‟s 
for spa. I till wait lho), Reni, Arwan, Anto, Saty, Mini, Nimas, Tini, Setyo, 
Fitri E, Dwi H, Rita, Listy (Cah Ayu, thaks for the recipes), Wahyuk, Mina, 
AD, Wina, Pak Te, Mas Sando, Mas Fuad, Mas Atut, Mbk Anis, Mbak Isna, 
Mmak Ankin and Mbak Noe. I would like to say sorry and thanks for 
everything guys.  
18. My Crazy Friend in PH, “JUPE”. You always wear no matching clothes like 
crazy girl but still look beautiful…Where are you the past, girl?? Just be a 
good Muslimah. I MISS U . .  
19. My lovely Moms, Mum An-Niece and Mum U-chiit, Jazakumullah Khair for 
your love. I wana go to Lampung, someday. Miss U so much, mums…^_^ 
20. My sisters, Anggi, Hetty, Parwi, Aan, Nisa, Lilis, Vian, Uzi, and Fitri Nur. 
Jazzakumullah for all, ukhti, “Keep our Ukhuwah. Hamazah!!” 
21. Special thanks to Mr. Fitri Kurniawan. The inspiring lecturer who makes me 
interested in literature.  
x 
 
22. My pets, Panda, Tiger, Violet, Opal, and Argente for your funny. You make 
me smile every day. 
23. Those whose names cannot be mentioned one by one. Thanks a lot. 
I realize that there are many drawbacks revealed by this research. 
Therefore, I would like to extend my gratitude to the readers who are willing to 
give input in the form of suggestion to make this research better. 
Wassalamu’alaikum Wr. Wb. 
 
Surakarta,    February 2011 
The Writer, 
 
















AFIFAH NURUL HIDAYAH. A320070257. STEREOTYPING OF BEING 
MUSLIM IN AMERICA REFLECTED IN JOHAR‟S MY NAME IS KHAN 
(2010): A SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH. MUHAMMADIYAH 
UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA. RESEARCH PAPER. 2010. 
 
This research paper elaborates the stereotyping of being Muslim in 
America that is reflected in My Name is Khan movie, which are analyzed through 
sociological approach. The objectives of the research are to analyze the movie 
based on its structural elements and to analyze the movie by using Sociological 
approach.  
This research paper belongs to qualitative research. The sources of the data 
come from both primary data source, which is My Name is Khan movie and 
secondary data sources, which are the author’s biography, essay, comment, 
historical information and other relevant information. The method to analyze the 
data is descriptive analysis. 
Having analyzing the movie, the writer comes to the conclusion as 
follows. First, based on the structural analysis of each element, it shows that all of 
the characters supported by the setting, plot and completed by perfect mise-en-
scene, cinematography, sound and editing, finally form a good movie. Secondly, 
based on the sociological analysis, there is closed relation between the production 
of this movie and the social reality underlying it. The major factor that contributes 
to the production of this movie is the stereotyping of being Muslim in America 
after WTC attack. This movie also stresses on the sacrifice of a Muslim in 
America to prove that he is not a terrorist. 
 
Keywords: Stereotyping, Muslim, My Name is Khan, Sociological Approach. 
 
 First Consultant                                                   Second Consultant 
      
 
 
(Dr. Phil. Dewi Candraningrum)                        (Titis Setyabudi S.S. M.Hum.) 




The Dean of Teacher Training  
and Education Faculty 
 




TABLE OF CONTENT 
 
  Page 
PAGE OF TITLE ..................................................................................      i 
APPROVAL ..........................................................................................     ii 
ACCEPTANCE .....................................................................................    iii 
MOTTO .................................................................................................    iv 
DEDICATION .......................................................................................     v 
TESTIMONY ........................................................................................    vi 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT ......................................................................   vii 
SUMMARY ...........................................................................................    xi 
TABLE OF CONTENT ........................................................................   xii 
TABLE OF FIGURE  ...........................................................................   xv 
CHAPTER I:  INTRODUCTION .......................................................     1 
A. Background of the Study ............................................     1 
B. Literature Review .......................................................     8 
C. Problem Statement ......................................................     8 
D. Limitation of the Study ...............................................     8 
E. Objective of the Study ................................................     9 
F. Benefit of the Study ....................................................     9 
G. Research Method ........................................................   10 
H. Research Paper Organization......................................   11 
CHAPTER II: UNDERLYING THEORY .........................................   12 
xiii 
 
A. Notion of Sociology of Literature .............................   12 
B. Major Principles of Sociology of Literature .............   14 
1. Sociology of the Society or Community .............   14 
2. Sociology of the Author ......................................   15 
3. Sociology of the Reader ......................................   16 
C. Structural Elements of the Movie .............................   16 
1. Narrative Elements  .............................................   16 
a. Character and Characterization .....................   16 
b. Casting ..........................................................   17 
c. Setting ...........................................................   17 
d. Plot ................................................................   18 
e. Point of View ................................................   20 
f. Theme  ...........................................................   20 
2. Technical Elements .............................................   20 
a. Mise-en-Scene ...............................................   21 
b. Cinematography ............................................   24 
c. Sound ............................................................   24 
d. Editing ...........................................................   24 
D. Theoretical Application .............................................   26 
CHAPTER III: SOCIAL-HISTORICALBACKGROUND OF 
AMERICAN SOCIETY IN THE EARLY TWENTY 
FIRST CENTURY  .......................................................   27 
A. Social Aspect .............................................................   27 
xiv 
 
B. Economic Aspect ......................................................   28 
C. Political Aspect .........................................................   29 
D. Cultural Aspect..........................................................   31 
E. Religion Aspect .........................................................   32 
F. Science and Technology Aspect ...............................   34 
CHAPTER IV: STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS .....................................   35 
A. Structural Analysis ....................................................   35 
1. Narrative Elements ..............................................   35 
a. Character and Characterization .....................   35 
b. Casting ..........................................................   53 
c. Setting ...........................................................   53 
d. Plot ................................................................   58 
e. Point of View ................................................   60 
f. Theme  ...........................................................   61 
2. Technical Elements .............................................   61 
a. Mise-en-scene ................................................   61 
b. Cinematography ............................................   66 
c. Sound ............................................................   69 
d. Editing ...........................................................   70 
B. Discussion .................................................................   72 
CHAPTER V: SOCIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS ..................................  77 
A. Sociological Analysis ................................................  77 
1. Social Aspect .......................................................  77 
xv 
 
2. Economic Aspect ................................................   79 
3. Political Aspect ...................................................   81 
4. Cultural Aspect....................................................   82 
5. Religious Aspect .................................................   84 
6. Science and Technology Aspect .........................   87 
B. Discussion .................................................................   88 
CHAPTER VI: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION .....................   92 
A. Conclusion ................................................................   92 

















LIST OF FIGURES 
 page 
Figure 1   : Rizwan Khan ......................................................................   35 
Figure 2   : Mandira Khan ...................................................................   38 
Figure 3   : Sameer Khan ......................................................................   40 
Figure 4   : Razia Khan .........................................................................   41 
Figure 5   : Zakir Khan .........................................................................   43 
Figure 6   : Haseena Khan ....................................................................   44 
Figure 7   : Bobby Ahuja ......................................................................   45 
Figure 8   : Raj Burman ........................................................................   46 
Figure 9   : Komal..................................................................................   46 
Figure 10 : Radha ..................................................................................   47 
Figure 11 : Reese Garrick.....................................................................   48 
Figure 12 : Mark Garrick.....................................................................   49 
Figure 13 : Sarah Garrick ....................................................................   49 
Figure 14 : Faisal Rahman ...................................................................   50 
Figure 15 : Mama Jenny .......................................................................   51 
Figure 16 : Detective Garcia ................................................................   51 
Figure 17 : Jitesh ...................................................................................   52 
Figure 18 : Barack Obama ...................................................................   52 
Figure 19 : Hindu-Muslim Riot 1983 ......................................................   54 
Figure 20 : Washington DC, Dec 2007 ....................................................   54 
Figure 21 : New Mexico, March 2008 .....................................................   54 
xvii 
 
Figure 22 : Kentucky, February 2008 .................................................   54 
Figure 23 : Arizona Desert, April 2009 ...............................................   54 
Figure 24 : Georgia, June 2008 ............................................................   54 
Figure 25 : New York 2001 ...................................................................   55 
Figure  26 : November 2008 .................................................................   55 
Figure 27 : San Francisco Airport .......................................................   56 
Figure 28 : In the Bus ...........................................................................   56 
Figure 29 : In the Motel ........................................................................   56 
Figure 30 : Santa Fe, New Mexico .......................................................   57 
Figure 31 : Wilhelmina, Georgia .........................................................   57 
Figure 32 : Arizona Desert ...................................................................   58 
Figure 33 : Borivali, Mumbai ...............................................................   58 
Figure 34 : Rizwan‟s Eye ......................................................................   60 
Figure 35 : Rizwan‟s Eye ......................................................................   60  
Figure 36 : Rizwan‟s Journey to USA .................................................   61 
Figure 37 : Rizwan‟s Journey to USA .................................................   61 
Figure 38 : Rizwan‟s Costume .............................................................   62 
Figure 39 : Rizwan‟s Costume .............................................................   62 
Figure 40 : Mandira‟s Costume ...........................................................   62 
Figure 41 : Mandira‟s Costume ...........................................................   62 
Figure 42 : Bright Lighting ..................................................................   63 
Figure 43 : Bright Lighting ..................................................................   63 
Figure 44 : Dark Lighting ....................................................................   63 
xviii 
 
Figure 45 : Dark Lighting ....................................................................   63 
Figure 46 : Mandira‟s face Expresses Surprise ..................................   64 
Figure 47 : Rizwan‟s Pantomic Gesture .............................................   64 
Figure 48 : Mandira‟s Salon.................................................................   65 
Figure 49 : Soccer Field ........................................................................   65 
Figure 50 : Rizwan‟s House, Borivali ..................................................   65 
Figure 51 : Wilhelmina Cruch .............................................................   65 
Figure 52 : Rizwan‟s Props ..................................................................   66 
Figure 53 : Mandira‟s Props ................................................................   66 
Figure 54 : Straight-on Angle Position ................................................   67 
Figure 55 : Low Angle Position ............................................................   67 
Figure 56 : High Angle Position ...........................................................   67 
Figure 57 : Extreme Long Shot ............................................................   68 
Figure 58 : Long Shot ...........................................................................   68 
Figure 59 : Medium Long Shot ............................................................   68 
Figure 60 : Medium Shot ......................................................................   68 
Figure 61 : Medium Close Up ..............................................................   68 
Figure 62 : Close Up ..............................................................................   68 
Figure 63 : Extreme Close Up ..............................................................   68 
Figure 64  : Axis of Action 1 .................................................................   70 
Figure 65 : Axis of Action 2 ..................................................................   70 
Figure 66 : Axis of Action 3 ..................................................................   70 
Figure 67 : Establishing Shot 1 ............................................................   71 
xix 
 
Figure 68  : Establishing Shot 2 ...........................................................   71 
Figure 69 : Eye  Line Match 1 ..............................................................   71 
Figure 70 : Eye  Line Match 2 ..............................................................   71 
